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Odessos was established as a Milesian appoikia in the second quarter of 6th c. BC. Unfortunately the early necropoleis of the city (of Archaic, Classical and Hellenistic periods) were entirely or to a big extend destroyed during the enlargement of its inhabited area in later periods (Roman, Early Byzantine and modern). Therefore, we can judge about the variety of the early funerary rites and grave types used by local people only by scarce discoveries. For instance, there is no archaic grave discovered so far either in the city or in its close vicinity.
 However, the available data on the matter reveal the following picture.

During the entire period of discussion both cremation and inhumation were practiced by the citizens of Odessos and it is difficult to establish which one was prevailing in certain period. 
The following grave types existed in all necropoleis:

1. Cists were used for cremation burials: rectangular or square in shape graves made of large, well-smoothed limestone blocks and covered by one large slab (5th-3rd c. BC). The burials were deposited inside in various in shape urns.
2. Triangular in shape cist used for cremation burials: made of roughly worked stone slabs with funerary urn inside (Late 4th- 3rd c. BC)

3. Rectangular tombs used for inhumation burials: made of more or less well worked stone blocks and slabs and covered by large slabs (5th-2nd c. BC).
4. Vaulted tombs of so-called “Macedonian type) used for inhumation burials:  build by well smoothed smaller well worked stones, occasional with stone bed (kline) inside. (4th-2nd c. BC).

5. Ordinary rectangular in shape grave pit used for inhumation burials, occasionally with wooden coffin inside (5th-1st c. BC)

6. Rectangular in shape grave pit surrounded by either un-worked stone slabs or by roof tiles (3rd-2nd c. BC)

7. Cremation on the site with additionally added grave goods inside (5th-mid 1st c. BC)

8.  Cremation at a special site  at the necropolis and re-burial in the ground of the cremated remains and grave-goods in right in the ground but in another place.
9. Cenotaphs – symbolic grave: rectangular grave pit with no human remains and grave goods inside but with a trizna nearby (4th-3rd c. BC)

 Quite often tumuli were erected over most types of the burials.
