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Abstract

Splendid and representative, jewellery fashion of Messambria illustrates the wealth and the taste for elegance and luxury of local residents. The adornments, found in the city necropolises, are exceptionally diverse and depict the all stages of development of the town.
Results obtained by the large scale excavations of Messambrian necropolises performed during the last few years formed a new picture of the development of jewellery fashion in the city.
Jewellery fashion of Messambria might probably have been already rich as early as in the Classical times, although this assumption has not been signalled by the finds from the graves. The last results of the study of the Classical necropolis showed that the Messambrians had not offered pieces of gold jewellery in the graves. But, the adornments found, made of bronze, from the early fourth century BC, such as an intricate necklace with pendants, are sooner exact replicas of the gold examples worn, most probably, by the citizens themselves. 
The luxury style of Greek jewellery is evidenced in Messambria by a strap-necklace with pendants, one of the most elaborate types of necklaces of the late fourth century BC. Other, recently found, gold adornments – earrings with lion heads and a necklace of beads, coming from a grave from the late fourth – early third century, are typical of the Early Hellenistic jewellery fashion throughout the whole Mediterranean.
The real blossoming of the jewellery fashion in Messambria, represented in the necropolises of the city, occurred during the Middle Hellenistic Age. The multifarious gold adornments, most of them with polychrome decoration, represent Messambria as a prominent jewellery centre with local goldsmith workshops as well as with contacts with the metropolis and other leading jewellery centres. Different types of fashionable pieces of jewellery of the time were found in the necropolis, such as earrings with head of maenad, lion-griffin and centaur, disk-shaped earrings with Nike pendants, necklaces with finials in the shape of griffin head, typical of the polis, or the unique snake-shaped finger-rings with ketos, the characteristic only here brooches, the finger-rings with high-raised setting for cabochon. Besides, imitations of gold foil were offered in the graves – a feature of the burial practices completing the picture of the representative jewellery fashion in Messambria. 
